_Are Your Fly Tying Materials Risking Your Health? eace 10

Match the Saltwater
Cinder Worm Hatch

Better Streamers for
- Smallmouth Bass

Easy-to-Make Extended
Mayfly Bodies
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The Fire Tiger Finn Kick
fooks fike a modern
deceiver swims like a
fointed rap! This color
combo is greal for Pike
amd Musky. However
smallies, largemauth
and even calfish are
aitraclted fo it
Tied by Mike Schultz,
Colton Bay Outfitters,
Ann Arbor, ML
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Midge Jaw Pres. 2000 Accessories Push-Pale Holders



RENZETTI'S DEALER LIST

We are thankful to our retailers for the trust they have placed in us as business partners, and we are grateful to them for continuing to promaote this beautiful art.

ALASKR
Junaau 907 586 3754

Ancharage 507 561 0662
ARKANSAS

Ozark Annier

Littha Rock 501 225 6504

Mclellan’s Fly Shop
Fayetievilia 473 251 FO&T

CALIFORNIA
Albany 510 526 1937

aFrint 5 RIS a1

Fulrton 800 535 6393

[EIg8

van Nifgs B18 785 7306

American Fly Fishing Co.
Sacramento 00 4101222

aan Francisca 415 76T 3474

COLORADOD
Charfie's Fly Box
Arvada 303 403 3330
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Bouikler 303 -194 1a75
Centennial 303 403 4512
Calorado Spgs, 719 471 2084

Ft Gallins 970 488 8968
AT

Littieton 303 794 1104
oW, anglersall.com
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DELAWARE ]
A Marblehead Flyfisker Ing
Wilrnington 302 654 6515

Harry Goods Duidoors Shop
Melbourne 321 723 4751

The Fly Shop of Miami
Iiiarmi 305 BED 5851

Flint Creak Outfitier
Clcala 352 237 5325
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TI1I5'-'|I|E d21 267 0348
GEDRGIA

The Fisft Hawk
Allznta 404 237 3473

HAWAL
Nervous Water Fly Fisher
Honalule B0E 734 7359

IDAHD
Baise 800 TBT 90957

[daha Falls 2048 5247160
ILLINDIS
Chicago 312 944 3474
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Inmanapuﬁs 31 T E]’ﬂ EIEIH

KANSAS
Yager Outtitters LLC
Lawrence 866 359 T467

Ark River Anglers
Wichita 316 682 BODE

LOUISIANA
Uptown Angler J
Mew Orleans 504 520 3507

Il’llmrﬁh Region Sport 5h
angeley Region Sport Shop
Rangeley 207 864 5615
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S8 7 0700
MICHIGAN
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Rockford 800 303 0567
MINNESOTA

Fridley 763 572 3752
MISSOURI

St Lous 800630 1709
MONTANA

Enris 800 227 7127

Bob Ward & Sons
Missoula 406 728 3220

The Kingfisher Inc
Missoula 406 721 6141

NEW HAMP3SHIRE

Bedford 800 331 8558
NEW JERSEY

gound Brook 732 356 0604

akiEeEy datang

Paral‘rlus 2!]1 261 5000

Shannon's Fly & Tackle Shop
Cadon D0B 832 5736

HF.'.'I-' MEXICO

L, II 120 o '- v IR “
mmu:mrm a5 ﬂﬂd 7501
NEW YDRK

T R T el
Hurdington Station

631 271 4060

alinda's Fly & Tackle Shop
r315 208 2003

NORTH CAROLINA
At 828 252 3005

Chirfots 704 556 0020

Garolina Mountaia Spors
Sitesuilo 704 871 1484

Columbus BB 451 0363

Ravenna 330 296 2614
OREGON

Backcountry Fly Shop
Corvallis 541 230 1706

Eugene 541 342 7005
Salern 503 585 1763
Welches 503 622 4607

Eugene 541 342 6691
PENNSYLVANIA
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Blakeska 800 443 8119
Phoenoville 510 933 7200
Lancaster 717 509 3636

Mediz 610 565 5140
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Stals GI:II'BQH B'I-q 234 4158

Volant 724 533 3212
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Wast Lawn E‘HJ ETH 19949
AHODE ISLAND

Carr's Rod N-Gun

Hope 407 821 7582
River & Riptide Anglers
Coveniry 401 392 1919

Widdietown 401 842 0062
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 The Charleston Angler

Mt Pleasant 343 884 2085
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UTAH

Mickey Finn's Fly Box
Kaysville 801 593 5557

Salt Lake City B01 272 6935
VERMONT

S. Burlington 802 860 F375
WASHINGTON

Issaquah 425 392 3800
Lake Forest Park 206 362 4030

Woodland 360 225 9445

Pacilic Fly Fishers
& Creek 425 742 2402

WISCONSIN
EE FIENaEs

Miwaukes 414 258 8100

Tight Lines Fly Fishing Co.
De Pere 920 336 4106

WYOMING
Casper 307 237 5997

CANADA
ALBERTA

Calgary 403 640 1273

Edmonton 780 462 BE30

Wholesale Sports
Edmonton 780 461-2001

BRITISH COLUMEBIA

Castlegar Sport & Fly Shop
Castlegar 250 365 3238

Vineuies 04 a0 9975,

Robinson's Duldoor Store
Victoria 250°'385 5335

Troul Waters Fiy & Tackle
Kelowna 250 860 2262

Pacific Angler
Vancouver 604 B2 EEEB-:
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Fergus 510 767 asrsrﬁ
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Way into This

Capt. Ray Stachelek:

Match the spring cinder worm hatch to enjoy hot
striped bass—fishing action.

How fo Catch Wise Old Trowt

60 Shameful Flies

Bill "Bugs” Logan
What happens when the fish refuse the usual offer-
ings? Don’t be embarrassed—iry these patterns.

Make Realistic Mayflies

OO Better Extended Bodies
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Qur editor demonstrates an easy way to improve
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Edited by David Klausmeyer
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EDITOR’S BENCH

ABOUT A YEAR AND A HALF AGO, A
sort of sunami rolled across the fly tying
ndustry: Women began wearing feathers
iry:their hair And then Aerosmith singer
Steven Tyler appeared on television wear-
ing feather hair extensions; 1 could male
2 lame joke about the flamboyant singer
struting across the stage looking like a
chicken, but [ won't.

Almast overnight, hair salons swooped
into [ly shops and plucked the PegBoards
clean of saddle hackle, As word of the craze
spread, some fly ters dipped into their stash-
&3 of materials and posted saddle hackde on
eBay and other aucton websites, We've all
heard seories of complete capes fetching
prices equal to the cost of a premium fly
rod. That was great for che guys who needed
new tackle, but it sucked for riers who just
wanzed nice materials to make flies.

Gregg Becker, of Whitewarer Flies
(wwwowhitewaterflies.com), says that the
leather hair-extension craze is over and
that tiers will start enjoying a steady sup-
ply of saddle hackle, I ran into Gregg, who
sells Whiting Farmns products, at a recent
fly fishing show. Gregg feels confident
that we will be seeing more saddle haclde
in fly shops in the coming year,

“The hair salons ransacked the entire
fly tying indusry—as far as saddle hack-
les are concemed—but they have stopped
demanding those feathers,” Gregg said.
“We carry Whiting Farms products. Whit-
ing Farms is not necessarily caught up with
their supply of feathers, but we are starting
to get more product from them.

“The funny thing is thar we're now get-
ting calls frotn the hair salons asking if we're
ineerested in buying back the unused feath-
ers they purchased from us. They bought at
such inflated prices, however, thar we can't
do that. It was like a Bluefish blitz when the
fish come up and nail the bait and then

oy David Kfausmeyer
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Gregg Becker, of Whitewater Flies, says that the
feather hair-extension craze has come to an end.
leave, Thar's whar the salons did with haclk-
le it our industry: They grabbed whar they
could and wok off. Now they're stack with
unused leathers.”

At the time of the hackle blitz, some
tiers became downright angry ar fly
shops and lellow ters for selling our and
cashing in on the feather hair-extension
craze, bur Gregg takes another view of
what happened,

“Lock, it was a sad sitvation, bur [
think it helped the fly fishing economy:
Some shops made money when they
needed it mest, but now it's over.

“We didn't charge as much as some of
the Aigures | heard,” Gregg said reflecting
on the astonishing prices paid for saddle
hackle. I heard of some saddle capes
going for a thousand dollars apiece, and
some of the salons think that's whar we'll
pay to get them hack; they think thar'’s the
norral price. They don't have a clue abour
the real narure of the fly tying industry.”

If you were holding on w your pre-
cious saddle hackles, debating whether 1o
sell them or use them to de flies, it looks
like the hairextension craze is over Now
you can have your hackle and use it, too,

& s

4 | www. flytver.com

°Fly Tyer»

PHBELISHER
William 5. Marris 11
GENERAL MANAGER
Speve Walbiirn
EOITAR 7 PHOTFGGRAPNER
David Elausmeyer
AT DIRFECTON
Wayne Knight
WAKALING Eo/TOAR
Fuss I.J.lrnphn.
COPT EDITOA
Eliani Torres
ADVERT!SING REFRESENTATIVES
Addvertistag Direcior  Michael Floyd
(700} $23-3739  Fax: (7060 724-3R73
mike. oy d@mnporriscom
Neortheas! oo Buelsnga
(9TH) 4620335 Fax: (978} 4620943
shuchmaymEa . bet
MichwesttSoutlvas)  Amos Crowley
[440) 364-3255  Fax: (4400 S64-5294
amos@erpwleymiedia us com
Classifiedsnternational  Chad McClure
{706) B2E-3E32 T (706) T24-31873
chad meclureEmarris.cam
AndReal Estate  Janel Woods
(706} B23-3461  Fax: (706) TH-1873
AneLwondeimoeds, com
Arventising Coordinator  Millicent Willliams
(FO6) H20-2630  Fax (T06) T24-3873
nillicend. willimmsEmormis.cois
CANTRIDUTING FLY TIERS & WRITERS
Alds Gavichen Beanny, Berry Cowvi Qliver Edwards, Par Fond,
Eazs Farner, fay Palfuim, John Gasgres. John Gierach, Aaron Rereper,
Capi. [uhn Bumiki, I!-III5..:-,1,.":,:'.h.-rh-..:.-ul-_;h;,|I\'.ﬂ-|-|-5.5u|-|-.;|_:,_J,MM,I
Fuls, Caps, Bay Suachelek, Wadica & Reor Siacey, Mince Wiloox

CiIRCULAFION
ProCire; 3191 Coral Wiy, Suste 510, Miami, FL
Eiedin Rankin, Covemer Marbeting Dircctor, ProCi
Wihke Bemarding, Cenlation Coordinann Prod iy
Michelle L Bowe, Cirulation Manager

Reradlers: To cay By T call 646-100-7 758

Subscription Inguirics;
T rekers, nddiess n'hu:-gg-:_ gm:{!k'uls,:'

800-397-8159
v llvayer coen
Emall: freusemerserdced® pospublnbocom
Product Informaion / Back lssues:

706-823-3526

A Publication of MOC Magasines, LLC
abivision of Sloms Conmuakation: Gomgey, 110
T35 lwmad Se, Augesta, G4 30001
TRTERIM PRESTIENT Paul Zmith
CONTRILLER Do Fergueon
CREATWE OrAEcTOR BillGreenkv
INTERACTIVE DIRECTOR Jimon Dionie

Morris Communications Company, LLC
CHAIRMAN amd CEr Wilkaim s, Momis 11
PRESIDENT William 5. Moeris [V

FLY TYERE {358 LOOE-14HD &5 bk |.||.|.?.|.'||:|.'| ' 'I:I} % [
Mapagines, LLC, 735 Groad S, Augeses, GA 30901 Edirorial
Qllize=: 735 Troad 5, Augusa, GA 3090, For subecripdon
Inquiries, call 1-BO0-307-8159. Aseericus Anglers Ameriomn Angler
& Fiy awe Fly Teer® and Salnewer Fiy Fihing® ame 1enedl
nuehs of MCC Magazines, LLC Wenmeaes Fly Fisking for B
& e Spedie™ = o medemark of Mesrs Commuriciions
Compary, LLE, Sulscriplions raie 5 $2195 for oo year, $41.50
for b years. Caeachs amal Mesico add 20000 per yeae (1 5, Funils
oo, Cuiside Mot America add $4000 per vear (U5, Fupbs
amly]. Periodicals possage paid i Auggusta, G L, and ai shdi-
tliggl mroniling olfices.
1012 MCC Magazioes, LLE
All gt romepd, Vokame 18 Bhmber |
FRIMTED IM THE L%
Posmuaster gend adidepis -:i15:|1!;n. [}
FLY TYER
PO, Box #6001 T, Escondide, CA 9204620017

Letters to the Editor

L LRI LR RO LA I NI TN RN IR AN A R R R TR TIR T
Got an opinion about something you

have read or seen in Ay Ter?
Email us at Editor&flytyer.com.




www.flytyer.com

to win one great prize each month,

Ly, 1Wm. a trm to CHILE!

Sign up for our monthly sweepstakes at

including products from the top brands

in the business. When you register for
the monthly prize, you automatically
qualify for our annual grand prize,
which is a seven-day seven-night stay
for two at Rio Salvaje Lodge — the best

sportfishing destination in Chile.
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Explore Patagonia on uurﬁnn:l haar, La Orca, which
allows us to -:':-:ph.m:' areas accessible un]:.' 1:!}' SEdL

La Orca is custom-buile & equipped with the
finest mavigation equipment money can  buy
We are located at the end of the road and are the
only lodge on the central coast with a ford beat.
Where the road ends - your adventures begin!

Hornopirén Park conrains wonderful CXPANSES of
rumrc.d mountains and unspm]cd Valdivian temperace
rain Ii:-n::z.tz..

Huinay Bio Reserve is a beauriful local seeret, this
reserve covers nearly 34,000 hecrares and is located
i the X reEion of Chile (the lake districe). Wild and
ﬂml'lllil:':__g__; few other p|::||:_:|.;~; in the warld represent
all of the conrinental flords of North Paragonia like
our backyard. Also, the abundanc hot springs are
relaxing and will wash away your cares.

Activities abound. In addition tw fresh- and
saltwater fishing, we offer rafting, sea kayaking,
horsehack Iiding and a |.1J'v:'at:|1'caki|11'__r| view of natural

wilderness and irs habitar.

Best Saff, We have the best sraff, In the kicchen,
our American chef and his Chilean assistancs
know thar culinary delights are the key o any
great vacation. On the water, our guides focus on
aiving you safe and wondrous adventures — all have
extensive experience and expertise.
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Visit www.flytyer.com and qualify to win...




RST WRAPS

i
g l Edited by David Klausmeyer

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

2012 Fly Tyer Lifetime
Achieverment Awards

| You can thank these four gentlemen for the patterns we
madke and the materials we use when tying flies.

= BY DAVID KLAUSMEYER =

e _— e - F— —*

[n the Spring ot2011 , this magazine established the annual Fly Ter Lifetime Achievernent Awards.
This prestigious honor recognizes those individuals who have made significant contributions to the art of tying bet-
ter flies that catch more fish. The editorial team of this magazine, with the input we receive from you through your
letters and emails, make the final selections. Last year, three individuals were honored with this award.

Dick Talleur received the Fly Trer Lifetime Achievemnent Award for his extensive record of educanng fly ders. Dick
was the author of more than 10 fly tying books, was fearured in numerous videos and DVDs, and appeared at fly
fishing shows and taught fly tying classes around the world. Dick was also one of the fist regular conmributors to
this magazine starting in the 1970s. It is fair to say that Dick Talleur had an important hand in teaching tens of
thousands of tiers—from novices to experts—how to make better flies. Unfortunately, Dick passed away in 2011,
but his influence on fly tying and fishing will never die.

W also honored John Barr with a Fly Ter Lifetime Achievemnent Award. John was the inventor of the Copper
John, which is the best-selling pattern in the world. This small beadhead and wire-body concoction, which is now
tied in many colors besides copper, played a large part in rolling in the beadhead revolution in tying trout flies,

Dr Tom Whiting, of Whiting Farms, was given the Fly Tyer Lifetime Achievement Award for bringing modem
poultry science to the breeding of chickens for hackle and other fly tying feathers. Today, the feathers that come
from Whiting Farms set the standard by which all others are judged.

This year, with your help, we have selected four recipients of the Fy Fer Lifetime Achievernent Award. All these
gentlemen are having a profound influence on the flies we te.

O | www. flytver.com



Jay "Fishy® Fullum is a popular spaaker at fly
fishing clubs and shows. He readily shares his
knowledge with eager anglers and tiers,

Jay *Fisny” FuLLum
Jay “Fishy™ Fullum, of Ravena, New York,
is one of this magazine's most beloved
regular columnises. He joined our list of
contributing authors when Fy Ther was
resurrected in the mid-1990s, Fishy's col-
umn, titled “Creative Tying," features his
unique armwork and slant on making {lies.
Fishy also provided the wonderful original
watercolors that appear ar the top of all our
other columns; they give this magazine a
custom leok. Fishy is the author of owo
books on using wnusual matenals 1o te
flies, is a wonderful artist, and he appears
at tly hshing shows and teaches fly tying
classes across the United States,

Fishy made all our lists during the early
stages of the selection process for the re-
cipients of this year’s awards, and then
we heard from you, our readers: You also
named Fishy, more than any other er, as
deserving of the Fly Tver Liletime Achieve-
ment Award.

Fishy expressed his pleasure when
we told him about this award, When we
asked him what he enjoys most abour
fly wying and fishing, he replied thar it is
teaching vouth classes.

“My favorite classes are for the ldds.
Whenever [ start making noise about
cutting out one of the kids classes that
1 do during the summer, my wife always
reminds me that the sport has been

good to me and that a linle payback
is required. And | do love doing the
classes for the ldads. 1 teach the kids how
to tie, cast, and fish. Most of the kids
are between thireen and fifteen vears
old, and they're like sponges—they leam
50 quickly.”

Fishy is always designing new flies,
traveling, teaching, and painting, With
his busy schedule, we wondered il he
had time to take on new projects,

“I'm looking at the idea of doing a
book that is relevant to both fly tying and
fishing,” he said. “Tt will have very little
text but a lor of art, Three-quarters of the
book will contain really nice an. That's a
project 1'd really like to do.”

l J

MIike MERCER
Wee've tied and fished Mike Mercer's pat-
terns for many years. He is one of our
cralt’s most prolific fly designers, an au-
thor, and simply one of the nicest people
you'd ever hope 1o meet.

Mike works in the avel department
of the Fly Shop, in Redding, California.
“I've been here for thirty-three years,”
Milke said. “l came 0 work here abowt
six years alter they opened the doors,™

Many of Mike's pattems are as well
lnown as the Fly Shop; his Psycho Prince
Nymph, Profile Spinners, PMD Trigger

As we can see, Mike Mercer's fiies really do
cateh fish!

Spring 2012 |7

Nymph, Ruby Micro Maylly Nymph,
Missing Link Caddis, and the Poxyback
series of nymphs will make any knowl-
edgeable angler’s list of grear mour flies
You'll find Mike's pattems in any o
shop that cammies the flies manufactured
by Umpqua Feather Mechants.,

“l think Umpqua Feather Merchants
carmies more than fity of my pamems—
something like that. I've been designing
flies on a commercial basis for fifreen o
twenty vears. It's a lor of fun, and 1 sll
get excited creating new pattemns. It's re-
ally one of my great loves.”

What does Mike say it's like to design
a new fly?

“Let's use anew nymph as an example.
Sometimes you get it right on the first try;
vou tie the fly, take it fishing, and it worls
really well. Usually, however, it comes in
stages. | start whittling it down, trying w
match the triggers that will wn on the
fish, and finally—ar least to my eyes—I
get it o the hinal cur and it's done, 1t's just
obvious o me that it's done. But next, [
go fish the fly, and maybe even then 1
make more adjustments.

“My Missing Link is an example of
how I design a fly: I work on it, and [ just
know when it's done. That fly has been
enormously successful.”

Despite years ol success, Mike is still
excited about tying flies and designing
NEW PALIETTS,

“Right now my focus has been on
tungsten-bead nymphs. I'm oying 1©
get away from split shot as much as |
can, and tungsten-bead nymphs justwork
really well. The more 1 use them, the
more | realize that they're a great way
to build weight into a fly. I've alse found
that black mngsten beads seem to im-
prove flies for carching pressured fish.
That's just one of the directions 1've
been going,”

Flip through the panem books on your
fly tying desk, and we bet vou're tying some
of the flies designed by Mike Mercer

~=
ToM SCHMUECKER

It takes three things to te a fly: a pattemn,
skill, and marerials. We believe it is impor-



Tom thmmnkﬂrspands much of his day mak-
ing sure the wheels at Wapsi Fly run smoothly.

tant to recognize the people who provide
the ingredients we use to make flies, They
often see the potential of new marterials
even before they get into the hands of
fly tiers.

Tom Schmuecker, the owner of Wapsi
Fly, of Mountain Home, Arkansas, is the
king ol the fly-rying materials suppli-
ers. In addition o marerials labeled with
the Wapsi brand, his company pack-
ages products for just about every other
fy-tying  materials supplier—retail and
wholesale—in North America; whether
you know it or not, at least some of the
materials on your {ly wing bench came
through the Waspi factory:

When we mentioned that Wapsi Fly
is known as the largest fly-tying materials
supplier in the world, Torm just chucklec
and said:

"“Well, that's what they say, but 1 can’t
verify something like that. We do sell an
awful lot of materials, and it sure seems
like we work with just about everybody.
Yies, Wapsi has grown over the years.

“We sell to lly shops as well as larger
retailers,” he comtinued. "We also supply
many of the commercial fly-tying outfits
with marterials; a lot of the overseas fly-
tying factories almost completely rely on
us for their matenals.”

The Schmuecker family purchased
Wapst Fly in the early 1970s.

“I bought the company in 1973, itwas

in [ndependence, lowa. We moved the
company 1o Mountain Home, Arkansas,
in 1978. | moved here because there's so
much water and great fishing,”

When it comes to the (ly fishing in-
dusnj.f, it's easy lor the fly wving sector
to get lost in the mix; the rod, reel, line,
and other manufacturers just get more re-
spect. And why not? One guy is trying 1o
sell a $2 package of dubbing, and anoth-
er is selling a $600 rod. But few—damn
few—companies work on the same scale
as Wapsi Fly.

"Our facility is more than 65,000
square feet,” Tom said when describing
Wapsi Fly. "1 have about filty employvees
who work here in the building prepar-
ing and shipping materials, and 1 have
about another twenty people who work
as home doing various sorts of piecework.
All rold, Waspi employs about seventy
people.”

If the tuth were told, there are at
least two sides o Tom Schmuecker. One
side is the businessman who has grown a
company based on selling leathers, furs,
and spools of thread and rinsel. The oth-
er side is the man who spends his days
wearing a shop apron, tinkenng on the
machinery and discovering new ways to
manufacture and package fly tving mare-
rials. For example, Tom actually invented
lead dumbbell eyes,

"Yes, that's one [ came up with," he
confirmed. “We had just started playing
around with rabbit strips for tying flics;
[ had come up with a way to dye rabbit
pelts without the hide becoming hard
and unusable. Once we could start ry-
ing with long, solt strips, we could cre-
ate an enormous number of new flies.
But one of the problems was getting
the flies to sink; there was too much
water resistance. 50, 1 added bead-chain
eves to the flies. They worked sort of
okay, but | wanted something that
would sink faster 1 experimented
and wicked the beads full of sol-
der, but that's an awful process. So, 1
macle a silicone mold o cast whar we
now call lead dumbbell eyes. [ actu-
ally made six molds to make six differ-
ent sizes of dumbbells. That was the
answer. We sill cast our own eyes;
well, T actually sold the equipment o
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the husband of one of my employees,
and he runs a little shop with my casting
equipment. 5o far we've manufactured
something like forty million dumbbells,
That's just one example of a material
we've created here.”

Thanks to Tom Schmuecker, we have
easy access o many of the marerials we all
have on our fly tying benches.

Bruce OrsoN
Umpqua Feather Merchants, based in
Louisville, Colorado, is the largest com-
mercial fly tying company in the world.
Today, in addition to hooks, fly wing
materials, fly boxes, and more, the Um-
paua caralog comains several thousand
diflerennt flies to cach almost any spe-
cies of fish—ar least any fish that you can
catch on flies—in the world. Bruce Olson
oversees what new patterns get into the
Umpqua catalog. Because of the unique
position he holds, Bruce determines what
new patterns will carch owr attention.
And although Umpqua is in the business
of selling flies, we (fly tiers) will want to
make those pattems.

Bruce has worked [or Umpqua Feath-
er Merchants [or more than 20 years. For
Bruce, working for Umpqua helped him
achieve another dream: living close 1o his
favorite river.

Bruce Qlson adds about 60 new pattemns 1o the
Umpgua Feather Merchants catalog every year



"I'm in my twenty-third vear with
Umpqua Feather Merchants,” Bruce
explained. "I had mmed forty-one,
was going through an expensive mid-
life crisis, and met the people with the
company. At the tme it was based in
Glide, Oregon, and 1 had been hshing
the North Umpqua River for years. Well,
they called and asked if | wanted a job.
[ thought, 'God, the pay is temible,’ but
[ jumped at the chance to be near that
wonderful dver.”

Umpqua Feather Merchants moved
to Colorado six vears ago, and Bruce relo-
cated with the company.

Umpqua continues o add new pat-
tems 1o its lineup of grear flies. It's a job
that keeps Bruce very busy.

“We add about sixty new pattems a
year, bur | receive perhaps six hundred
flies a year I ger an email every single
day from a ter who says that he has a
new pattern; some days [ ger mwo or
three emails. The funny thing is that
when it comes to submitting flies, | al-
ways tell ters to send their flies in the
winter when we receive fewer pattems.
This means we get w spend more ume
with each fly. Bur, it's almost like when
spring hits, and the sap starts rising in
the tees, people start sending us their
flies. In April and May, 1 get five, six, or
seven packages of flies on my desk every
day; in February, [ get maybe two pack-
ages 2 week."”

In addition to the attention gamered

on a new fly, the der also receives a bitof |

well-eamed recognition. Some pattem de-
signers become fly-tying celebrities. The
list of Umpqua’s pattern designers reads
like a who's who of fly tving: Randal Kauf-
mann, Mike Lawson, Mike Mercer, Hal
Janssen, Dieke Meyer, Charlie Cravens,
Larry Dahlberg, Bob Clouser—there are
LSt OO mAnY great Hers to name.

“We have a total of about 150 pat-
temn designers. [ think they're some of
the most inventive people in the world,”
Bruce said,

Bruce Olson is one of the unsung people
dewermining the course of ly tying and fehing,
He is having a profound and posinve
influence on our craft and spor, and he
is very deserving of the Fly Tyer Lifetime
Achievernent Award. Q
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"Over 10,000
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Preparation Scissors
8.5" straight serrated blade
This is the big dog in terms of cutling amything
you can bring to the tying bench! Very heavy
blades with large sarrations and a wire cutter
for tackling the nastiest stuff in Fly Tying Towen,
Specifically designad to cut all the heavy
new tying materials. Eagily handles the
macro work on big, thick sheets of foam,
heavy leather and yarm for glo bugs, lead,
wirg, Antron®, rubber, flash, chenille,
latex, wbing, braid, Darlon and the list

105 Pollywog Lane

Belgrade, MT 59714 goes on. Tha mather of all scissors!
phone: 800-462-4474 |
fax: B00-420-2468 - @
I Ly Dubbing Tool o M
fo | ] g o
imo@draligeenim 6" Comb and Brush |

www.drslick.com I8
. Apply threaded dubbing materials

to the body of a fly. DCE has Velcro

combs (light material] and brass

bruzh (heavy material] that create

a perfect bead of dubking.

"'-I Net Holder

Fighting with vour landing net lor werse, losing it] is no fun. This
/ powerful magnetic net holder keeps yaur net orderly, secura

and ready for use. Carabiner easily attaches to back of vest or
necklace. Can hold your net in aither the up or down position.
Extra long full-swivel lanyard keeps your net from walking away
while in uze. Also works graat with pliers.

WARNING: Containg heawy duty magnets that can interfara with
medical and communication devices,
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Fr
John Rohmer has bean perfacting his fiber
mixology for decades, and has created some
of the finest dubbing and streamer hair
materials avallable anywhere. Sold under the
“Arizona” label, the vast variety of diffarant
materials and colors offer tyers countless
options for all their fiy patterns.

TRY THEM ALL:

= Arizana Simi Seal = frizana Synihetic Dubbirg
= Arizana Mega Simi Seal = Aripana Seud Blands

= Arizona Dlamend Hak = Arizana Minnow Hair

Acsiloble Ouline At
AZFLYFISHING.NET

THE BEST

FLY-TYING

S TUFF
r*ﬂi

o, ) s
wetoy UIC o

ULTRA WIRE

FOR THE
HOTTEST FLIES!

Ask for Wapsi al Bettar Fiy Shops Everywhare!

Do your tying materials pose any health risks?
by Zach Matthews

ot dd i@

REMEMBER A FEW YEARS BACK
when all the major news outlets were
up in arms about the HIN1 hird flu? A
the time, anglers in fly shops and on the
Internet debated whether handling deac
bird skins for fly tying might or might
not be dangerous. One gentleman in an
online forum even suggested dousing all
skins in bleach—not a good idea unless
you're inte pastels. Like many would-he
epickemics rumpered in the national me-
dia, HIMN1 bird flu turmed out o be a nen-
starter, but that doesn't mean anglers and
tiers should simply throw caution to the
wind when it comes to fly tying and their
health. We approached health expens and
fly rying-materials manufacrurers with
questions about which marerials or tying
processes might pose a risk ([ any), and
what anglers should do to ensure safe
handling of their materials. Their answers
were Teassuring, but we also leamed thar

Commercially processed hackle pelts are thor-
oughly cleaned and pose no health risks.
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nothing beats common sense.

The Three Horsemen

We focused on three areas: (1) whether
tiers should be carelul handling dead
animals, especially bircs; (2) whether any
fly tying chemicals (such as the dyes or
curing matenals used in preparing pelts)
were tisky; and (3) whether any of the
new “UV epoxies” might require us 1o
talee special precautions.

The bird pelis were of preatest con-
cem—not just because of HIN1 hird
flu or one of its cousins, but also due
the preservation process. How are fly ry-
ing pelrs preserved for market in the frst
place? Do they carry bacteria? What about
viruses? For answers to these questions,
we tumed to Dr Tom Whiting of Whiting
Farms, a trained poultry geneticist and one
of the world's pre-eminent expens on the
erowing and preservation of bird pelis.

Dr. Whiting explained the preserva-
tion process for chicken hackle, the kind

HIATWSTTETA O A8 AHSTHEOLOHS



most commenly used for fying dry flies.

" Whiring Farms, all our chiclen pelis
are washed in a mild, organic detergent,” he
said. “Nort everyone does this, but I've seen
too many [y tiers lick their fingers while ry-
Ing 00 Not want 1o wash our pels.”

Whiting noted that thoroughly drying
a bird pelt s sufficient for it o be stable,
provicded the pelr s not rehydrated.” In
other words, you wouldn't want o get your
matetials wet or they may begin 10 decom-
pose. He recommended keeping all pelts in
a sealed plastic box (1o keep out pests), in a
cool, dark environment. Kepr this way, pelts
can last for decades. “1've got some that were
ongmally preserved in the 1940s,” he said.

Although hackle feathers may be safely
preserved by thoroughly drying them
out, that doesn't mean they're sterile.

“Bacteria are everywhere," Dr Whiting
continued, “on your keyboard, your skin,
on drinking founmins—everywhere, in-
cluding on hackle pels.” Consequenily, it's
not a bad idea to wash your hands after you
fnish tying, “1 don't think it's soicty nec-
essary,” Whiting said, “bur there’s nothing
wrong with taking precauons,”

Other suppliers also acknowledge
that bacteria lives on everything, but they
were quick to point out that any materials
being sold for fly ying must pass USDA
regulations.

“They acmally come out and inspect
our facility once a year” explained one
imporner who deals with skins from both
foreign and domestic sources. “The guide-
lines we follow mean that any disease living
on the skin should be 100 percent dead by
the time it leaves our facilicy, " he told us.

Thar means vinuses like HIN1 influ-
enza (aka “bird flu”) are not really a cause
for concem.,

“l was on the Avian Influenza Task
Force in the 1980s, and [ have seen bird
flu frsthand," Whitng continued. “It is a
frightening pathogen.”™ However, like any
virus, it primarily mansmits itselfl only to
one species; in this case, chickens. Thus,
“even if the bird had actually died of avian
influenza, the chances of mansmission to
a human host would be very, very low:™

More important, virwses require a liv-
ing host in order to live themselves. Once
the birds are killed and have their pelts

Save 10% - Use Promo Code FT1203

Offer Expires 4/30/2012

C_ _ ~ * Trout Flies 5.84, Saltwater Flies $1.75
' :#_s- * Fly Assortments From $.60/Fly
' * Great Selection - Over 1100 Styles of Flies
Quality Fishing Flies * Free Shipping * Mast items, min order applies
www.FlyShack.com | * 100% Guaranteed
1-800-801-2318 * Online Hatch Charts

info@FlyShack.com

Call or email for a
Free Color Catalog

The Fly Shack
15 West Fultan 5t
Gloversville, NY 12078

simms, Ross, TFO, SA, Lamson, & Cortland

C-CLARMP ARMD
BASE INCLUCED

= g

ATLAS VISE

C-CLAMP AND
BASE INCLUDED

www.anvilusa.com « BOD.E7B.2BB7 » sales. anvilBanvilusa.com
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Superior Tying - Superior Fishing - Superior Satisfaction
We offer top quality
» Tungsten beads
» Danville thread
+ Skalka & Daiichi hooks
* Fly tying material & tools
» And much more!

Visit us at www.wilies.com
Call (978) 525-3303 or e-mail sales@wflies.com

FliesT™

Finally, a Beautiful and Lightweight
Canoe That is Stable Enough for

Any Fly Fisherman - GUARANTEED

Do you enjoy fly fishing and appreciate the crafismanship involved in making this the
most relaxing sport ever? Do you like to escape to a secluded body of water and to restore
halance to your often chaotic life?

[T 30, this is the most important message you will ever read. You see, in 1954 L.H, Beach
began handerafting a canoe with a thin fiberglass hull and reinforced it with wooden ribs. This
gave the hull the stiffness it needed with less weight and great looks. This model, called the
Osprey, was the first model developed by Mr. Beach when he started Merrimack Canoe Co,

Mearly 60 years later, his grandson and current Master Canoe Builder Randy Pew continues
to craft these fine canoes. The hull is laid up in three layers using fiberglass cloth, kevlar, and
carbon. Cherry ribs are then added for additional strength and support. The decks, handles and
outwales are also made with cherry, while the seats, yoke and inwales are ash.

This produces an absolutely gorgeous canoe that will turn heads no matter where you are. It
weighs in at only 48 pounds which allows for an easy portage or transporting to vour favorite
water spot. With a 39" beam, the Osprey is an extremely stable canoe that you can stand in and
is perfect for casting in those very tight spots. This is a canoe like no other,

]
:Eﬂ“—'*"‘ﬁ the Ospreywillbe v Ta receive our complimentary report *The 5 Secrets To
ﬂ:ﬂmﬂ:’z?:’ﬁ::;;: E*:;‘ﬂ:f;’;ﬂ“ ' Buying the Correct Canoe for Fly Fishing” please call
feel otherwise we will hagpily buy it ' 931-614-0100, 24 hours a day for a free recortied
back fram you. v message and we will mail this out 1o you right away.
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the birds are killed and have their pelts
harvested for use in fly tving, the clock
starts ticking on the virus’s ability 1o sur
vive away from that living host. Whiting
explained that the period of “separation
time" necessary (o wash and dry the pelts
and bring them to market is more than
enough to kill any known influenza virus,
even if by some remote chance a fly ty-
ing chicken were to conmace the disease
in the first place. Moreover, “the virus has
crossed the bird-human barier only a
scant nurmber of ames," he said.

Berween the difficulty of cross-species
transtission, the problems the virus
would have living on a dead pelt, and the
washing and drying process, Dr. Whiring
said that “ultimarely the chances of trans-
mission to a fly ter from a hackle pelt are
vanishingly small.”

However, our experts wamed thar one
type of fly tying pelt does require par-
ticular care: road kill. Pelts passed from
hand to hand by hunters or kindhearted
relatives, whether killed with a gun o
found dead, may or may not have been
adequately preserved and cared for. More-
over, “found” marerials are more likely to
have heen dead for a longer period of time
before harvest, thus potentially growing a
healthy crop of hacteria, not to mention
that the animal is more likely to have died
[rom a pathogen in the first place,

While it is cemainly possible o pre-
serve a deer skin or duck pelt with salt or
borax, that doesn't mean the hide will be
clean. And you can bet your uncle Buck
hasn't submitted any of his pelts o the
USDA for inspection, cither.

“Unprocessed animal skins should be
treated with caution,” says D Neal Os-
born, a physician and fly tier. *Most organ-
ic pests—bacteria, parasites, worms, and
the like—can be killed with a soap-and-
water or a light chlorine solution, but you
wouldn't want o use undiluted bleach,
because it can nuin the materials.”

My Chemical Romance

While most feather or hackle capes may
simply be dried our, many other kinds of
commercial skins are tanned or cured. Cur
sources explained that the tanning process
rypically invobves a varety of chemicals,



These tanned fur pelts are free of disease and
pests, and are perfectly safe to use.

all of which would be familiar o anyone
working in the fashion industry, Most of |
the suppliers we talked o declined 1w be
teo specific abour their methods, citing
trade secrets in a cutthroar industry, but
one matetials distributor acknowledped
that “we use chrome tanning, vegerable
tanning, and cure tanning on our prod-
ucts, among other processes.”

Chrome tanning relies on chromium
sulfate, a tanning agent that reacts chemi-
cally with collagen in the pelt 10 make a
stable, inert hide that won't decompose.
Vegerable tanning is similar bur uses an-
nins, a naurally occurring class of chemicals
derved from plants. (Tannic acid is part of
what gives tea its flavor) As with chrome
anning, the tannins bind o and coar the
organic collagen of the pelr, making it resis-
tant to ot Cure @nning, or just “curing,”
i the process of salting a hide with either
sodium hydroedde, also known as mble sal,
orwith borax, a different kind of sal. Saling
the hide impedes bacterial formation and
also dries it ot so it will be stable.

Regardless of the tanning or curing
method used, the end result is very similar
to what you might see used on shoes, belts,
or your wallet: a preserved, iner skin. “It’s
no more dangerous that the clothes you
wear,” said our source, “bur obviously you
wouldn't want o ear a cured tying pelt,
just like you wouldn't eat your shoe.”

Many types of hide and feathers are also
dyed. Adam Trina of Montana Fly Company
says that fly-tying feathers and pelis are often
dyed with simple RIT-type fabric dves such
as vou might buy at your local grocery store.
“fou can use those dyes in your washing

Celebrity Hooks

The 1760

Mame: Heavy Curved Down Eye
Mymph Hook in sizes 4-18.

Favorite Water: New York's
Salmon River

Claim to Fame: This new hook

is ideal for salmon, steelhead and
large trout. IUs made from 2X heavy
wira and sports a gracefully curved
long shank. MNow you can fish with
confidence imitations of the natural
diet for thesa specias,

Try me. Contact ASG for
a sample pack. For this
e pattern recipe and others,
go to our website.

Tel. (585)757-9958
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5 March Brown®™
[(siza &)

' tiod by Carl Colarmen

“Colerm

What Works Best: Larva and
traditional mymph patterns,
chironomids, soft hackle wet flies.
Notable Quote: "['m the best all
around subsurface fly hook money
can buy. And vou won't need much
money to buy mel’

Favorite Strike Indicator “Drift
me under a Thingamabobber™,

of coursel”

1ff

info@anglersportgroup.com
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Sculpin Helmet

* Exciting, new style of Fish-Skull™
= 2011 Bestin Show — Fly Tying

* Realistic flat and broad profile

+ Fils both hooks and tubes







